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At an early hour in the morning it was evident, from the
agitated state of the German wireless, that our presence had been
discovered. Two Zeppelins and a Schutte-Lans airship were
in sight most of the time, and a number of German seaplanes
were on the wing, so I was very hopeful that heavy enemy ships
would be induced to come out to drive us off, and thus give
the submarines the chance they ardently sought.

At 9 a.m. when off Norderney Gat, a British seaplane
alighted alongside the Lurcher, and the pilot reported that he had
run out of petroi, so we took him on board and his seaplane in
tow. Curiously enough I had flown with this pilot just before
the war, to test the value of aircraft for observing submerged
submarines.

Two British seaplanes and one German passed close to the
Lurcher in the course of the next 50 minutes, all steering in the
direction of the squadron's approach from the northward. At
10.30 a.m. I stood out to the latter's rendezvous, and turned over
the pilot and seaplane to the Engadine. Three seaplanes and their
pilots had been recovered, but four were still missing when at
.11.45 Tyrwhitt withdrew, as long before that time the seaplanes'
fuel must have been exhausted. I was much relieved to see the
last of the carriers, as it seemed incredible to me that strong enemy
forces were not on their way to attack them. I then stood in
again to Norderney "Gat, in hopes of finding the missing pknes
and of drawing the enemy away from Tyrwhitt's line of retirement
if any came out. However, there was not a sign of a German
vessel except submarines, of which several were sighted during
the day, but the calm sea made it easy to detect periscopes and
their attempts to attack were avoided.

At 2.20 p.m. I received a wireless signal from En reporting
that she had picked up the pilots and mechanics of three seaplanes.
The story of their rescue, and the proceedings of En and D6
(Lieut.-Commander C. Halahan) make a brave tale. Incidentally
the reports of Nasmith and Halahan taken together, give some
explanation of the strange conduct of a German airship.

En was diving off Norderney Gat when at 9.30 a.m. Nasmith
observed a British seaplane through his periscope, so he rose to
the surface. The seaplane alighted near him and the pilot
reported that he had only sufficient petrol for another five
minutes; En embarked him, took the seaplane in tow and